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SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, OPAL TANAKA, G/RLFRIEND OF BOBBY DRAKE, THE MUTANT KNOY 
AS ICEMAN, WAS KIDNAPED BY HER GRANDFATHER TATSU'O'S CYBORG HENCHMEN, ANP 
BROUGHT TO HIS STRONGHOLD NEAR TOKO. 


DETERMINED TO FREE THE WOMAN HE LOVES, ICEMAN HAS COME TO TOKYO, 
ACCOMPANIED BY HIS TEAMMATE, TEAN GREY. 


A RESCUE EFFORT, ACTED IN CONCERT WITH X-FACTOR'S ALLY, 
THE LADY MARIKO, ENDED IN DISASTER WITH OPAL STILL A 
PRISONER AND THE S/TLIATION FAR MORE DESPERATE 


WE TRIED THE 
RESCUE YOUR WAY, 
MARIKO, AND IT 
DIDN'T WORK. 
¥. <S 


4 
‘ 


MY ATTACK x 
ON TATSUO WAS 
TANTAMOUNT TO 
A DECLARATION 
OF WAR BETWEEN 
OUR RIVAL 
CLANS. 


CAN'T FIGHT 
THEM ALL! 


THIS WILL 
NOT END, NOW, 
UNTIL ONE OF 
us IS DEAD. 


TELEKINETICS, 
JEAN. L LOvE 
OPAL AND I'VE 
GOT TO GET 
HER BACK... 
Now ! 


HIM GO? 


Ut MEAN TO LET 


HE'S AFRAID, 
MARIKO, AFRAID 
HE'S GOING TO 
LOSE THE WOMAN 
HE LOVES, I HAVE 
NO RIGHT TO 


LOOK, I KNOW . 
YOU WANT WHATS 
BEST FOR ME 
AND OPAL... 


1, BUT JEAN, 
YOU'VE GOT TO 
UNDERSTAND, 

THIS 1S SOME- 
THING I HAVE 
TO Do. 


| ! 
11 BUT, DON'T 
WORRY, WHETHER | 
HE KNOWS ITOR 
NOT, HE WON'T 
ENTER TATSU 
STRONGHOLD 
ALONE. 


X-FACTOR” Vol. 1, No. 64, March, 1991. (ISSN #0894-6604) Published by MARVEL COMICS, Terry Stewart, President. Stan Lee, Publisher. Michael Hobson, Group Vice 
President, Publishing. OFFICE OF PUBLICATION: 387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10016. SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK. NY AND AT 
ADDITIONAL MAILING OFFICES. Published monthly. Copyright ¢ 1991 by Marvel Entertainment Group. Inc. All rights reserved. Price $1.00 per copy in the U.S. and $1.25 in 
Canada. Subscription rate for 12 issues: U.S.'$12.00. Canada $17.00, and foreign $24.00. No similarity between any of the names. characters. persons. and.or institutions in this 
magazine with those of any living or dead person or institution is intended, and any such similanty which may exist 1s purely coincidental. This periodical may not be sold except 
by authorized dealers and 's sold subject to the condition that it shall not be sold or distributed with any of its,cover or markings removed, nor ina mutilated condition. X-FACTOR 
{including alt prominentcharacters featured in this issue and the distinctive likenesses thereof) is a trademark of MARVEL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP INC POSTMASTER: 
SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO X-FACTOR, c/o MARVEL COMICS. 9TH FLOOR, 387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016. 


I UNDERSTAND. 
JUST...BE CAREFUL. 


Printed in the U.S.A. 


OPAL, WHAT 


SOME TIME 
LATER, THE 
FAM/LY 
GRAVE YARD 
AT TATSUOS 
ESTATE... 


PO YOU TRULY 
BELIEVE THAT MY 
ONLY WISH |S TO 
BRING YOU PAIN, 

LITTLE ONE 7 


WHO TOLD 
YOU THAT YOUR 
FATHER IS 
BURIED HERE? 


WHAT IS IT, HIRO? HAVE 

YOU COME TO TORMENT 

ME, EVEN HERE, BEFORE 
MY FATHER'S GRAVE? 


SHIZU'KO. 
MY MOTHER. 


: AND SHE'S NO LONGER 


ALLOWED TO SPEAK TOME, 


EXCEPT IN HIS PRESENCE. 


AFRAID SHE 


WILL FUEL YOUR 


DEFIANCE. 


MUCH LIKE YOu 
WHEN SHE WAS 
YOUNG. 


FAMILY L NEVER 
KNEW T HAD! 
TELL ME, 


HIRO. 


FATHER Was 
ANGRY THAT 
SHE REVEALED 

EVEN THAT... 


YOU KNOW, THEN 
»- ABOUT THEM? 
MY PARENTS 7 


THE OLD DRAGON 
WILL NOT LIKE IT. BUT 
MAY BE \T WILL HELP 
YOU UNPERSTANDP 
YOUR FOSITION. 
ANDO AS. 
AT ANY RATE 
ITS A SAD STORY, 
LIKE ONE OF THE 
OLD LOVE POEMS 
OF THE LAST 
CENTURY. 
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YOUR MOTHER 
AND FATHER WERE 
THE CHILDREN OF 
WARRING YAKUZA 
FAMILIES. 
= ; 
YOUR 
GRANDFATHER 
WAS, AT THE 
TIME, AN UPSTART 
LEAVER... 


. INCREASINGLY 
POWERFUL , BUT 
STILL MORE 
GANGSTER THAN 


MARRIAGE ALLIANCE, WOULD INCREASE HIS 


i BUT HE HAD PLANS THAT HIS SON, THROUGH i 


“YOUR MOTHER WAS TRADITIONALLY 
RAISED, BUT SHE WAS BEAUTIFUL 
AND REBELLIOUS... 


“SOMEHOW, UNKNOWN TO THEIR 


FAMILIES, THE TWO TEENAGERS 
FELL IN LOVE, AND CONSUMMATED 
THEIR PASSION. 


“WHEN TATSU'O DIS- 
COVERED THEIR 
LIAISON , HE WAS 
FURIOUS. BUT THE 
BOY DEFIED HIM... 


NO, FATHER, I witL ¥ 
NOT MARRY AKIKO. |T 
\S SHIZU'KO, WHOM I 
LOVE AND WISH TO 

MARRY | 


i| KIMSEN. AGENA \\ 


LOUIE : 
PLOT /ISCRIPT 


HILCE PORTACIO 
PLOT [ PENCILER 


ART THIBERT 
INKER 
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LETTERER 
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EDITOR 
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LOVE WHERE Pig THE GIRL IG NOTHING BN Suizuo RETURNED TO HER 
WILL MARRY WHERE Danity ANE TIME REVEALED 
I COMMA ‘ }] HER SHAME, BUT SHE STILL 
Z REFUSED TO REVEAL THE 
NAME OF HER LOVER. 


5 ill or 
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I KNOW THE KINO 

OF LIFE THAT WOULD 

AWAIT YOU, LITTLE 

ONE, AS A YAKUZA 
wom 


\ THAN THAT. 


“AND WHEN HER DAUGHTER 
CAME, SHIZU'KO LOVED F 
HER CHILD AND DEYISED é 
ts Aniline cs Missi 


a wn 


HER REBELLIOUS BEHAVI- 


y 10 
| nea ReeeL.ius Bena NO a, 
C “YOUR FATHER WAS WED AS TATSUO Im 
ff. FAMILY HAD CHOSEN REQUIRED, BUT WAS SOON KILLED 
Y FOR HER... g ) IN A BATTLE... PERHAPS HE DID NOT 
WISH TO LIVE WITHOUT SHIZU/KO... 
a \ 4 


BUT HER PRICE WAS THAT THE 1 i 
Fae BW St Rey 2 "| Why ',AND YOUR GRANPFATHER 
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HE SENT 
YOU TO CARRY ME 
OFF LIKE A SACK 
OFR. : 


EN 
HE LEARNED 
OF YOUR 
EXISTENCE.,,, 


AT LEAST HE 
WILL LET YOU CHOOSE 
FROM AMONG THE THREE 
OF US WHO REMAIN - 


COMPARED 
HIS TREATMENT OF Ya 
YOUR FATHER , HE I ‘ 
IS BEING very CAN'T BELIEVE 
INDULGENT WiTH THIS! You'RE 
you. DEFENDING 


~~ 
.~ CAN'T YOU UNDERSTAND? 
» N I HATE HIM, HIRO. HE THINKS 
| NY 


IT'S HIS RIGHT TO RUN AND 
RUIN THE LIVES OF 
OTHERS. 


WHAT MAKES YOU THINK 
THAT YOU, A WOMAN, SHOULD 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO DO AS YOU 

WISH WHILE Z CANNOT ? 


YOu? wHat Go you VIE 
MEAN? DION'T YOU | J 


HARDLY, T 

WANTED 10 BE A 
a 7 DO. NOT 
LAUGH. M 


\Y TEACH - 
ERS SAID I HAD 
6BOME.,. ABILITY. 


AS YOU MUST 
BOW TO THE WISHES 
GRANDFATHER . 
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QZ MINUTES LATER, HIRO STORMS INTO TATSUO'S CYBERNETICS LABORATORY... 
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MATTER, SCIENTIST? 
I’M HERE NOW. WHAT 
DO YOU WANT OF ME? 


I TOLD HER "DR 
IL FORFEITED MY J] 
DREAMS OuT OF 


IpREAMEDI ~~ WITH THESE 
WOULD BE SHARP IS NO HONOR POWERS I CAN 
AND DANGEROUS IN THIS THING WIN BATTLES,,, BUT 

WY AS A SWORD, BUT I FEAR THAT OPAL 
By WITH A SAMURAIS J BECOME. WILL REMAIN 
HONOR. kd 


) Bo 


“AMI” 


DUSK, A HIPPEN AREA OF 
THE WALL SURROUNDING 
TATSW'O'S STRONGHOLD... 


GREAT! IT'S Too 
STEEP. I'LL HAVE 
TR THINK OF SOME 
OTHER WAY TO 
ESCAPE. 


MANAGE TO GIVE 
YOUR CHAPERONES 
THE SLIP? 


MY 
“CHAPERONES” 
HAVE NO MORE 
INITIATIVE 
THAN STUPID 
cE, 
‘GRAN’ PA,” 


HAVE AROUND 
ME, BUT YOURE 
WRONG. 


er 


bem” MIRO! \T WAS HIRO, a 
ne WASN'T IT? I WAS TOLD 
4 \ 


HE WAS WITH YOU. PAST ME LIKE 
THE DEVIL WAS 
ON HIS HEELS! 


YOu MUST CARE 
VERY L/TTLE FOR 


= HIM TO SO 
HAVE A CARE, JEOPARDIZE HIS 
GIRL. WHY ARE YOu POSITION HERE, 
FOR DIGOBEDIENCE 


WILL COST HIM 
HIS LIFE ! 


NO! DESPITE 
EVERYTHING-- wa 
iY HIRO'S THE ONLY ONE 


ANDO WHAT 
MADE YOU, EVEN SO 
DRESSED, BELIEVE 
THAT YOU COULD 
SCALE THESE 
WALLS? 


LATER, IN THE CYBER-LAB,,, 
a: x AT THE 


DRAGON LORD 
TATSWO'S COMMAND, 


OBSTINATE CHILD, I 
AM OUT OF PATIENCE 

WITH YOU, SINCE YOU 
ARE UNABLE OR 


eo WILL 
CHOOSE FOR YOU, 
YOu WILL AWAIT 
YOUR MARRIAGE 


EG 


HIRONEVER WAS A © AND WELL 
TEAM PLAYER. OUR LORD RISE HIGHER IN 
: WILL SURELY HAVE HIM a 
& DEACTIVATED.... 2 


THE OuTER- Ne — sat [S83 
PERIMETER ALARM! Vie 
THE MUTANT /CEMAN \— —\ 
HAS BREACHED THE GET INTO YOUR BATTLE 
EXTERIOR WALL SUIT, KOVICH/. LORD 
OF THE S 2 TATSU'O WILL SOON BE 
HOLD. ORDERING US INTO 
BATTLE. 


THIS TIME, TOSHI, 
WE'RE GOING TO FRY 
THAT MUTANT! 


Ly 
an 


WHATZE HIRO,.IN VF 
BATTLE ARMOR?! J 


\ OPAL SAID IT WAS 
IN FOR MYSAKE. 
C] 


AND ITAS 

FOR HER SAKE, 
MY FAVORED SON, 
THAT I WILL GIVE 


INDEED ! AND 
OPAL WILL BE 


Ve) 
ONE OF US... 


7 AND, WHEN THE 


DRAGON -LORD 1S 
GONE, WE WILL 
RULE ! 


7 HOW CAN HIRO 
[ HAVE REGAINED THE 
\ DRAGON'S FAVOR 

SO QUICKLY? 


5 
I THINK, THEN, 
af 'T IS BEST HE DIE 
Be LIKE HIM IN THE 


GO WITH HIRO, MY CYBER- 
WARRIORS, KILL THE MUTANT 
ICEMAN... 
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ON OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE STRONGHOLD, & 
JEAN GREY PREPARES TO TELEKINETICALLY [ff 
LIET LADY MARIKO AND HER NINJAS /NTO 1 
THE COMPOLIND..- 4 


XQ 
fy WHAT HAPPENED 
IN THE STADIUM 
MEANS WAR BE- 
TWEEN CLANS TATSU 
AND YASHIDA. 


+ AND PLANS “THEN HIS REIGN 1S 
TO FORCE HER TRULY OVER, GO. I 
INTO A MARRIAGE WILL SEND MY 
WITH A MAN SHE NINJAS WITH YOU 
HATES, BUT HE TO FREE OPAL.” 


IN@ MY DAUGHTER, 
FOR I HAVE 

POISONED TATSUIO 

WITH A CUP OF TEA! 


MIT ST SSS 


'T HAVE A CHANCE 
F CATCHING HIM... 


Me) beatae EF THE SCIENTISTS 
Oh won'T “HAVE GIVEN ME AN 
. , TO CATCH 
~ IM... “ 


cE WE 
ea HAVE ADDITIONAL LONG 
RANGE 
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. ICEMAN TRIED 
Ras, TO SPARE FUSE 
PB WHEN HE WAS 
* 


WOULD NOT 
SHOOT HIMIN 
THE BACK, 
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CY HONOR 1S FOR 
(AG CHILOREN, HIRD. 
Vd. THERE IS NO ROOM 
FOR YOU IN LORD 
= TATSUO'S CYBER- 
= FORCE! 
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FOR YOUR 
INTERVENTION, 
(ICEMAN, IF THAT 

WAS WHAT (T 
WAS. 


SED TO SHOOT 
THE BACK...? 


ID IN THE CELL ie 


YAGHIDA , DAUGHTER. 
SHE IS YOUR 
LOVER ICEMANS 


TATSUOS 
SENT HIS CYBER- 


WARRIORS TO 
KILL HIM. 4) 
' YY Onno! 
aa E? 


OVER THE BROOK,,, 

NEAR THE SPOT 

WHERE YOU TRIED 
TO ESCAPE. 
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BUT, JEAN, YY 
I DON'T WANT 
HIM TO DIE. 
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YOUHAVE NOMATTER \ 

Tostoe wHaT Hirosap, BS 

THEM! HE CAN'T SHUT 
OFF HIS 


THEY'RE A 
PART OF HIM. HE MIGHT AS 
ITS WHAT THEY WELL TRY TO 
MADE HIM. 


UNOERSTAND, 
OPAL? HE K/ONAPED 
YOUNG ONE Has 


Hi, Heroes! Well, another year has 
tolled around and Dr. Doom still hasn't 
Conquered the world, Wolverine hasn't 
gotten any gentier and Irving Forbush is 
still a klutz! In other words, all is well 
among the majestic minions of Marveidom! 

Still, we can't let this fateful date come 
and go without zeroing in on some vitally 
important New Year's resolutions. Since 
I'm the guy writing this sanguine sni 
of ponderous prose, it looks like the 
resolutions we're about to consider will be 
my very own! 

First of all, | hereby resoive to stop 
huckstering our big new production for 
1981, “The Marvel World of Tomorrow!” 
You've heard enough about it! | won't even 
tell you that we're about to change its 


t's January again — wait a minute — 
wasn't it January last month? Well, 
it was supposed to be! Heh heh... 
we seem to have gotten a little mixed up 
with our Bullpen Bulletins pages. Well, no 
use crying over spilled ink. Let's start this 
new year Oe what say we begin it 
with 

January, as any Marveioid knows, is the 
month of making promises you have no 
intention of keeping for the purpose of 
atoning for your holiday excesses. So let's 
see what the Mighty Marvel freelancers 
have resolved for the coming year. 

X-MEN super-scribe Chris Claremont 
tesolved to become “a lean, mean. writing 
machine . . . with hair.” (Chris noted that 
thus resolution falls under the heading of 
‘tantasy,” but then acknowledged that since 
he wries mutants, anything is poseibie!) 

Quasi pencil-pusher John 
Buscema, soon to make his triumphant 
return to THE SAVAGE SWORD OF 
CONAN, said his goal is “to try to get more 

Marvell” 


from 

Ultra-personable THOR penciler Ron 
Frenz said his ambition “is the same as 
every freelancer; to get all my projects on 
schedule. ! want to get credit as the first 
one to say that.” (Among those projects: 
the SPIDER-MAN CHOOSE-YOUR-OWN 
ADVENTURE book, which was scripted 
by Peter David several years back). 

The demi-diabotical Dan Chichester, 
who writes for HELLAAISER and 
SHIELD. said he intends “to solve that 
da‘n puzzie box Marcus MoLaurin gave 
me last Chnstmas!” 

Hotshot artist Jom Morgan has a simple 
goal ‘To try to work on books that have an 
audience! | also want to improve 

ling—t! don't want to have an 
fashioned style | also want to inform the 
fans of my upcoming work, such as my 
| and ink job in WHAT IF... #24 
(“What if Wolverine Became Lord of the 
Vampires?"), and my upcoming EX- 
CALIBUR special with Michae! Higgins.” 

CONAN THE BARBARIAN neo-artist 
Gary Hartie boasted, “I can guarantee 
that there will be no Punisher, Ghost Rider, 
or Woiverine team-ups in CONAN!” 

dim Startin, poly-prolific writer of the 
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titanic tittle. Nor will | bo 
breathe a word about the fact that you' 
learn the new name in our very poy eds 
box! No sir, no more exasperating expioi- 
tation of the magnificently meritorious 
“Marvel World of Tomorrow” from now on! 
Next, | valiantly vow to put a damper on 
my obnoxious overuse of agonizing alliter- 
ation! From now on, I'm gonna write as 
nicely, normally and naturally as everyone 
else! It | don't, may | be callousty con- 
demned to spend a miserable month 
wretchedly reading nothing but the melan- 


choly of our daringly defiant and 
dora Distinguished tition! 
Finally, | hereby resolve to write no 
Soapbox unless its theme is mightily 
meaningful and fraught with passionate 
profundity. No more shall any bantering 
words of mine serve to trivialize the 


SSS 


SHVER SURFER as well as the 
ing INFINITY GAUNTLET Limited Series, 
said “I haven't done a New Year's Resolu- 
tion in . 'm perfect as | am!” 

Mark Evanier, the muititacular scribe of 
GROO and HOLLYWOOD SUPERSTARS, 
promised, “I'm going to resoive to avoid 
shameless plugs for HOLLYWOOD 
SUPERSTARS in the pages of GROO. 
instead, {'l do it on the Bullpen Page, 
where it ney fon 

DAREDE VILs penciler without fear, Lee 
Weeks, said his resolution for the new 
ee ee 
utons!” 


Ultra-hdt penciler ulm Lee has an admir- 
able goal: “| want to refine my craft and 
hone my abilities to a higher plateau, OR 
to work on more commercial books, like 
the new X-MEN #1 ('m doing with Chris 
Claremont!” 

Superstar inker Terry Austin said, “I re- 
Solve that next year, when | receive that 
box of home-baked Christmas cookies 
from Doctor Doom, I'll have them checked 


hilosophical impact of our weighty 
Marvel tomes! Henceforth, each phrage | 
write shall be studded with sagacity, 
garnished with greatness, loaded with 
learning and imbued with intellectualiem! | 
mean, hey, a guy's gotta keep up with hig 
rollickin’ readers! 

So here's wishing you the best of ites 
gifts for 1991, where the excitement and 
surprises we have in store for you will 
bogie your mind! But while you're being 
boggled, remember— it's time to take a 
Hulk to tea, to see what color his skin will 


be! 
Excelsior! 


out by the bomb squad before | take the 
first bite!” 

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN’s 
amazing writer-man David Michelinie 
said, “I resolve to stop using the health 
problems of my imaginary friend, Senn 
as an excuse for missing my deadiines.” 

Penciler/inker Prices Hh Be Al Milgrom 
has an unusual goal. Said Al, “I resolve to 
finish everything that Danny Fingeroth 
has written that | am drawing.” ( in- 
cludes the DEADLY FOES OF SPIDE 
MAN Limited Series, and an eighty-page 
FANTASTIC FOUR Graphic Novel caved 
“Fathers and Sons.”) 

And CAPTAIN AMERICA colorist 
supreme Steve Bucceliato's resolution is 
“to become Rob Liefeld's first tavorite 
colorist. I'm really shootin’ for it.” 

As for your humble Bullpen Builetin 
Page Assemblers, our only resolution is 
this: to get these fershlugginer things 
back on track again! See you next month! 

(Lets see...next month would be 
March, right?) 
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\& IT AM A MAN . 
I HAVE A CHOICE. THE MACHINE 
I AM IN CONTROL, Ber OFF! 


ONE MORE 
SHOT LEFT MAKE IT,,, 
IN ME.,- 


I CANNOT. I HAVE 
WORN ALLEGIANCE TO 
YOUR GRANOFATHER. I 


TO PROVE TO YOU... AND 
MYSELF,,, THAT I AMA 


DESPITE EVERYTHING 
I'M SORRY. 


THAT'S HAPPENED,,- 


: 
: 


NEXT ISSUE * WE RETURN TO 
NEW YORK ,,, AS X- Sian 
BEGINS AN EPIC THAT 
is iy cae los Vo POREVER! f 


“END "GAME! oe i 
wee FRTACO, ment m LEE, 
IG CLAREMONT / 
WEE ve Ou IN 20! 
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CHANGES 
We open our letters page this 
month on a sad note. After 
chronicling the adventures of Marvel's 
oldest team of mutants for nearly five 
years, Loulse Simonson takes leave of 
us with this very issue. 

During her tenure, Weez created 
a veritable muititude of new characters 
or totally revamped existing ones. The 
dynamic villainy of Apocalypse 
springs to mind. As does the 
transformation of playboy Warren 
Worthington into the brooding 
Archangel. And who can forget the 
impish Opal--surely one of the most 
popular supporting characters we've 
seen in a [ong time! 

But now, Weez goes on to other 
projects...both here at Marvel and with 
our Distinguished Competition and we 
wish her all the best! 

But what about X-Factor, you 
ask? Well next month, penciler Whilce 
Portacio is,joined by his buddy, X-Men 
artist, Jim Lee to plot the adventures 
of our merry mutants. And to top that 
off, Chris Claremont (and we know 
who that Is, don't we?) comes on 
board as scripter. Together these 
three gentlemen (aided by inker Art 
Thibert) will carry us through X- 
Factor’s most tumultuous period ever 
(and believe us, wait til you see where 
that leads us! But that's for another 
time...) 

And now, for your comments... 


Dear X-Factor Peoples, 

The first thing | would like to say is 
that the current storyline, “The X-Tinction 
Agenda”, is progressing very nicely. | am 
really enjoying it. Louise is doing an 
excellent job writing it. 

.Thank you very much for the 
Jean/Logan interlude, it almost brought a 
tear to my eye. | hope you are planning 
to spotlight the Beast a little more in the 
future and keep him blue and furry. | am 
looking forward to the conclusion of this 
great storyline like | haven't for anything 
since the Judgment Wars. Keep it up and 
thanks for listening. 

Randy Knapp 
Sait Lake City, UT 
Dear X-Freaks, 

Although your storylines have 
been superb, | must say the artwork has 
been lacking. { thoroughly enjoy Al 
Milgrom, Mare Silvestri, and Andy Kubert, 
but sorrily, | cannot say the same for 
Terry Shoemaker, Steve Carr or-Jon 
Bogdanove. | have read that Jim Lee will 
be working on the mag. Will this be 
permanent? Overall, you guys are doing 
a great job. ! loved the Raven storyline, 


and am looking forward to the 
Opal/Cyberpunk storyline plus the 
upcoming attack by Apocalypse. 

lam content with the current 
characters of Scott and Jean, and am 
hoping more development can be 
brought about on Archangel, Iceman, and 
especially the Beast. You have hundreds 
of unfinished storylines. These included 
Ship, Vera, Mesmero, Infectia, and Trish. 
'm hoping further crossovers with other 
mutant teams will occur. Also, will X- 
Factor ever get any new members? 
There was Caliban, but that looks 
doubtful. | was thinking along the lines of 
Dazzler, Colossus, or especially Spider- 
Woman. 

Finally, will the team take in any 
more younger mutants? With Rusty and 
Skids off with the MLF, and Rictor and 
Boom-Boom over with the New Mutants, 
some young blood might do the team 
some good. Just a thought. 

'm sure you'll do a great job, just 
as you have been, so until the Beast 
dyes his fur hot pink, Make Mine Marvel. 
Heck! Make Mine Marvel then, too. 

Matt Bib 
126 Fairfax Blvd. 
Wilmington, DE 19803 


Now that's a loyal fan! Great 
letter, Matt. We've got some explosive 
plans for Ship—as well as for the whole 
dam X-Factor team! Let us know what 
you think about the changes you'll be 
seeing! 


Dear Marvel-lous X-Changes people: 

Your X-Tinction Agenda is 
breathtaking. | think this is one of the 
most gripping plotlines you've done yet.. 
The job you did was truly superhuman! 

Now that.things seem to be going 
back to “normal”, | hope you take up 
some of the unfinished plot threads. A 
major one is the whereabouts of Marvel 
Girl's sister Sara and her husband. This 
plot has only surfaced partially in 3 issues 
of X-Factor: #12, 35, and 40. We know 
Sara and family went into hiding when 
she got threats from anti-mutant 
terrorists. Then Nanny somehow found 
them and kidnapped Joey and Gailyn. 
Joey and Gailyn are safe with their 
grandparents now but Jean would still be 
worried about her sister. | hope Jean and 
Scott go look for her soon. 

Another point is Marvel Girl's 
telepathic abilities. You people have 
been hinting and beating around the bush 
about it. With all the stress she's been 
under lately I'm sure it would affect her 
abilities and trigger something. | think it's 
long overdue. You don't have to make 
her as powerful as she used to be, but at 


least make her a stronger receptive 
telepath than just "vague feelings’. She 
should get her psi-shietds back stronger 
too. 

Opal's mysterious letter sounds 
promising. | like Opal a lot already and | 
hope she sticks around with Iceman 
permanently. Is she a mutant? 1! hope 
so! Ship doesn't let non-mutants inside 
does it? Yet Opal was there in X- 
FACTOR #60. What happened to its 
programming? It let Moira MacTaggert on 
board in NEW MUTANTS #89 for that 
matter. Is it because she was wearing 
“mutant threads” as Forge called them? 

Speaking of Ship, | hope it gets to 
do more than it has been. Why didn't it 
do anything to help out in Genosha? It 
could easily have made even Hodge think 
twice by simply flying over the Citadel! 
But that would probably cause 
international political repercussions, 
hunh? 

| like X-Factor's uniforms a lot, but 
the only two you see are Cyclops's and 
Marvel Girl's. do you think you could 
‘make Iceman's X show through his ice 
like his old costume way back in the 
Champions did? Beast could use an X 
belt buckle and maybe a stripe on each 
leg of his shorts. Archangel’s costume is 
hot but it could use a taste of X-ness too 
so X-Factor can start looking like a team 
again! 

Jason Demetrick 
P.O. Box 876 
Oliver, B.C., Canada VOH 1TO 


Opal is not a mutant, Jason, nor 
is Moira. So why did Ship let them 
aboard? There are two explanations: 
1) Ship's basic programming changed 
due to its recollection of its origin 
during the Judgment War or 2) 
someone has tampered with its 
mainframe. Hmmmm...looks like 
tifere's a story there! (By the way, we 
hope you like X-Factor’s slightly 
altered duds!) 


Dear X-Changes, 

I've been reading Marvel comics 
regularly for about a year. |! know that 
you have to read a couple. of issues or 
read an edition of the Marvel Universe to 
know what is going on. | have come to 
know the basic background of every 
modern Marvel comic except for X-MEN. 
| thank Ms. Simonson for being constant 
but at the same time, not making it hard 
to figure out what is going on. I'm sorry | 
can't say the same thing about Mr. 
Claremont, but he does write interesting 
plots. 

Along with that, | must say the X- 
Factor comic is my favorite mutant comic. 
| do have one. timely complaint; give 
Archangel a new costume. Purple just 
doesn't fit him--how about black or red 
and make sure this costume shows his 
hair (1 don't like that hair net he has). 

That's about it, so until Archangel! 
changes his name to Arch Angle and 
starts teaching geometry, Make Mine 
Marvell!! 

Jim McGowan 
(Address withheld by request) 
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